The Battle of Leipzig          155

were has been a matter of controversy from that
day to this.

Bernadotte, as we know, had promised his co-
operation to Blucher and had agreed to cross the
Elbe. He did so, at Roslau and Aken, on the day
after Bliicher's struggle at Wartenburg, leaving
a small detachment under Tauentzien and Thtim-
men to guard the line of retreat by the Elbe
bridges. He himself camped on one side of the
river Mulde near its confluence with the Elbe,
while Blucher's army camped on the other.
Napoleon on October 6th left Dresden with 80,000
men intending to strike a blow either at Blucher
or at Bernadotte, or at both, and then quickly
turn against the Bohemian army. It was on the
7th that he wrote the order to Murat to keep
back the Austrians as best he could until he,
Napoleon, should have defeated Blucher and the
Swedes. But he made one miscalculation; he
believed Blucher and Bernadotte to be approaching
Leipzig, when in reality they had remained quietly
in their respective camps on the Mulde. There,
having seen his error, he determined to seek them
out.

The question what to do under the circumstances
gave rise to great differences of opinion between
Bernadotte and Blucher. The latter had been
impatient to advance on Leipzig and to fight a
battle with Napoleon wherever he could be found.
Bernadotte had given a grudging consent to the
advance on Leipzig but seems to have dreaded